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Some Terminology

Sexual Orientation

!ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
members of the same sex, opposite sex or multiple sexes. Sexual 
orientation varies and is not dependent on gender identity. 

Some terms: Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Straight

APA: http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/just-the-facts.pdf HRC:http://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms



Some Terminology

APA: http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/just-the-facts.pdf HRC:http://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms

Gender Identity
wŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭΣ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻǊ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ 
or something other or in between, which may or may not correspond with 
the sex assigned at birth; because gender identity is internal and 
personally defined, it is not visible to others.  

Pronouns
Pronouns are the words you may like others to use for you in place of your 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άǎƘŜκƘŜǊέ ƻǊ άƘŜκƘƛƳέ ƻǊ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-
ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜȅκǘƘŜƳέ



Some Terms

Some Terminology

TRANSGENDER

An umbrella term for people whose gender identity
and/or expressionis different from culturalexpectations
based on the sex they were assignedat birth. Being
transgender does not imply any specific sexual
orientation. Therefore,transgenderpeoplemay identify
asstraight,gay,bisexual,etc.

CISGENDER

A person whose gender identity aligns with their sex
assignedat birth.



Some Terminology

Gender Expression

9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
άƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴŜΣέ άŦŜƳƛƴƛƴŜέ ƻǊ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-variant behavior, clothing, haircut, voice 
or body characteristics. Typically, transgender people seek to make their 
gender expression match their gender identity rather than their biological 
sex. 

Some terms: Masculine, Feminine

APA: http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/just-the-facts.pdf HRC:http://www.hrc.org/resources/glossary-of-terms



Further Understanding Relationships
Gender Roles and Stereotypes 

ά!ǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ .ƻȅǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ άōŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴέ 
which can be translated to violence, denial of 
emotions, and aggression. Girls may be taught to 
άŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭŀŘȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛǾŜΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭέΦ

*Gender Equity Resource Center



18.2% of Florida High School students identified as lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, or unsure of their sexual orientation, as well as 19% in Pasco 

County (YRBS, 2019) and 19.3% in Orange County (YRBS, 2019).

1.5% of Florida High School students identified as transgender (YRBS, 
2019), as well as 3.3% in Broward County (YRBS, 2017).



Sexual Minority Statistics

YRBS DATA

LGB students are 2-3Xmore likely to experience bullying on 

school property or be electronically bullied.

LGB students are 2-3Xmore likely to report experiencing physical or 

sexual violence compared to their heterosexual peers.
vs

LGB students are 2Xmore likely to report feeling serious 

depression, or skip/miss 1 or more days of school because they 
felt unsafe at school.

vs

HETERO LGB

vs

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/index.htm

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/index.htm


LGB vs Hetero Statistics

YRBS DATA
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https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/index.htm


Preventing Access

Barriers for LGBTQ Youth-Pervasive Stigma

Barriers 
for LGBTQ 

Youth
Discrimination

Psychological 
Stress

Outing
Unsafe 

Environments

Refusing Services

No LGBTQ 
Knowledge



Families and LGBTQ Youth



One-third of youth experience parental acceptance, another third 
experience parental rejection, and the remaining third do not disclose 

their sexual orientation even by their late teenage years and early 
twenties.

"Because families play such a critical role in child and adolescent 
development, it is not surprising that adverse, punitive and traumatic 

reactions from parents and caregivers would have such a negative 
influence on risk behaviors and health status as young adults".

https:// www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5127283/#:~:text=In%20addition%20to%20increased%20risk,reactions%20to%20their%20child's%20gender



Family Acceptance

LGBTQ youth who reported 
high levels of family 

rejection during middle and 
high school were:

8Xmore likely to report attempting suicide, 3.5Xmore likely to use 

illegal substances, and 6Xmore likely to report high levels of depression.

https://familyproject.sfsu.edu/research

https://familyproject.sfsu.edu/research


Misconceptions Regarding Parental Notification
C.N. v. Wolf and FERPA
If a student is out at school, they have the right to control who knows about their LGBTQ status. 
It is up to the student to decide where and when to be open about their LGBTQ identity 
(including to parents).

State of Florida Case Law
¢ƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŀǿǎΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
for state reporting. Otherwise,there are no state laws that require a school district to gain 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƴŀƳŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
their student information system. This includes in all verbal communication.

Parents are required to be informed of educationally relevant information. ! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 
orientation, gender identity, and gender expression would NOT be considered educationally 
relevant, and therefore a parent is not notified.



Family behaviors 
that Increase
Your LGBTQ 
/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ 

Well-Being



Outside School Experiences- Homelessness

40% of homelessyouth are
LGBTQ,of whichthe majority
arestudentsof color.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, and
questioning (LGBTQ)youth
are 120% more likely to
experience homelessness
than their non-LGBTQpeers.

https://truecolorsunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-At-the-Intersections-True-Colors-United.pdf

https://truecolorsunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-At-the-Intersections-True-Colors-United.pdf


Transportation, Counseling, Dental, Community, 
Disabilities, Drug/Alcohol Support, Medical, Shelters, 

Housing, Legal, Mentoring/Tutoring, Financial
Assistance, Food, Employment, Churches, 

Miscellaneous, Child Care, Education, Support

Resources Guides



LGBTQ Youth Experiencing Homelessness

Running away can also lead to homelessness, which further increases the chance 
that youth will enter the juvenile justice system.

Youth who are living on the streets may also engage in selling or trading drugs and sex 
in exchange for shelter, food, and other necessities, which can lead to their arrest.

Street drugs like heroin and other opioids may be used to manage pain, while 
methamphetamine has been used as a tool among homeless populations to stay 
awake when shelters and the streets are unsafe. This is particularly relevant for 
homeless transgender youth, who often experience discrimination and violence in 
shelters.

https://truecolorsunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-At-the-Intersections-True-Colors-United.pdf

https://truecolorsunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019-At-the-Intersections-True-Colors-United.pdf
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ά[ƛǾƛƴƎwith [my foster family] made me kind of miserable.
Comingout to them was a problem. Eventually,I just stopped
caringcuzthey kept assumingI wantedto bewith their sonand
stuff and I waslikeΨbƻΣI just needa brother.ΩΧFostercarewas
oneof the hardestthingsLΩǾŜeverhadto go through.έ

ςAnwar,άCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎLikehǳǊǎΣέfrom Foster/ŀǊŜΩǎInvisibleYouth



Outside School Experiences- Dependency System

A 2019 studyfound 30.4% of youth in foster care identify as LGB and 5% as Trans.
Several studies have found that LGBTQ young people are overrepresented in child welfare systems, 
despite the fact that they are likely to be underreported because they risk harassment and abuse if their 
LGBTQ identity is disclosed. 

78% of LGBTQ youth were removed or ran away from their foster placements as a 
result of hostility toward their sexual orientation or gender identity.

Some research on youth aging out of the foster care systems shows 34% reported a 
sexual orientation other than heterosexual.
Å LGBTQ youth are at risk for overrepresentation in child welfare systems
Å Disproportionately likely to leave the foster care system without a permanent family.

https://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019.02.12-LGBTQ-Youth-in-Unstable-Housing-and-Foster-Care.pdf

https://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019.02.12-LGBTQ-Youth-in-Unstable-Housing-and-Foster-Care.pdf


Many LGBTQ youth face serious issues while in foster care that 
may include physical and psychological abuse, differential 

treatment, lack of family-centered services, and unsupportive 
caseworkers, service providers, foster parents, and/ or 

advocates. 

All too frequently, transgender youth are placed against their 
wishes in sex-segregated rooms or group facilities that do not 

align their gender identity; denied gender-affirming health care, 
clothing, and hygiene products.



Refusal of Services- Transgender Individuals

17% of transgender people who stayed at one or more homeless 
shelters in the past year were sexually assaulted at the shelter 

because they were transgender

85% of victim advocates surveyed by NCAVP reported having 
worked with an LGBTQ survivor who was denied services 

because of their sexual orientation or gender identity

https://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/USTS-Full-Report-FINAL.PDF

https://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/USTS-Full-Report-FINAL.PDF




Reflection Questions

How do these experiences of LGBTQ 

youth impact their involvement with 

school based discipline or the Juvenile 

Justice system?

Question



LGBTQ Youth

ά[D.¢v ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
family and to be ostracized from peers. This can predispose someone to 
needing to survive by means other people may not need to, getting into 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿέ  

-Dr. Keuroghlian(Director of the National LGBT Health Education Center)



What is Intersectionality?

Thesocial,economic,and political waysin which identity-basedsystems
of oppressionandprivilegeconnect,overlap,andinfluenceoneanother.

Becauseprejudice, discrimination, economic,and social exclusionare
connected,it is far more powerful to advocateto end multiple forms of
oppressionthan it is to treat eachoneasindividualandseparate.



Impacts in the Classroom
Implicit Bias

Implicit bias refers to the attitudes or stereotypes
that affect our understanding,actions,anddecisions
in an unconsciousmanner. These biases,which
encompass both favorable and unfavorable
assessments,are activatedinvoluntarilyandwithout
anƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎawarenessor intentionalcontrol.

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/research/understanding-implicit-bias/

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/research/understanding-implicit-bias/


Impacts in the Classroom
Implicit Bias

Implicit biases arepervasive. Everyone possesses them, even people 
with avowed commitments to impartiality such as judges.

The implicit associations we holddo not necessarily align with our 
declared beliefsor even reflect stances we would explicitly endorse.

We generally tend to hold implicit biases thatfavor our own ingroup, 
though research has shown that we can still hold implicit biases against 
our ingroup.

Implicit biases aremalleable. Our brains are incredibly complex, and 
the implicit associations that we have formed can be gradually 
unlearned!

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/research/understanding-implicit-bias/

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/research/understanding-implicit-bias/


Impacts in the Classroom
Implicit Bias

Phillip Goff and colleagues tested whether black children are granted the 
protections afforded their peers, such as perceptions of innocence or being 
ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ άŎƘƛƭŘƭƛƪŜΦέ Υ 

tŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ōȅ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜΦ Generally, black 
youth were viewed as less innocent than white youth and people in general. 

Participants overestimated the age of black males (ages 10-17) when those 
males were presented as having committed either a misdemeanor or felony. 
Alarmingly, when perceived as a felony suspect, Black males were seen as 
more than 4.5 years older than their actual age. 

Black males were also viewed as more deserving of blame than their Latino 
or white counterparts were. 

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2015-kirwan-implicit-bias.pdf

http://kirwaninstitute.osu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2015-kirwan-implicit-bias.pdf


Florida Youth Discipline/Arrests
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LGBTQ Youth

The Williams Institute estimates that half of LGBTQ 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ 

juvenile justice or criminal justice systems.

Of currently incarcerated LGBTQ people, 58% were first 
arrested before 18 years of age.

40% of girls and 14% of boys in the juvenile justice system identify as 
LGBTQ, a total of 20% of incarcerated youth.

1 in 2

58%

ά/ƻƳƛƴƎ hǳǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ /ƭƻǎŜǘǎΥ ! wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ .ƭŀŎƪ ϧ tƛƴƪΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [D.¢v tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊ {ǳǊǾŜȅΣέ .ƭŀŎƪ ϧ tƛƴƪΣ нлмрΦ https:// www.lgbtmap.org/file/ lgbt-criminal-justice-youth.pdf



Implicit Bias and Discipline

69% of Black LGBTQ youth have been sent to detention in middle or high school
https://www.lgbtmap.org/file/lgbt-criminal-justice-youth.pdf

GLSEN-Educational Exclusion Research

https://www.lgbtmap.org/file/lgbt-criminal-justice-youth.pdf


Discipline and Code of Conduct

There is no clear matrix for when SROs get involved in specific incidents
SROs being asked to address discipline concerns compared to safety concerns.

Some serious offences are vague
Level III Infraction- Disrespect- Showing behavior that is hurtful, embarrassing, or 

makes another person feel bad.

Suspension lengths are up for discretion
Level III- Suspension from school- (1-10 days).



Our most vulnerable youth continue to be those who do not have even 
one of the protective factors we are afforded as we grow up; quality 

schools, safe housing, affirmative healthcare, and access to employment. 

As a result, these youth are disproportionately experiencing human 
trafficking, substance abuse, physical and sexual violence, school 

discipline, and placement in the juvenile justice system. In many of our 
communities, this is disproportionately the experience of our black 

transgender youth.



Modified from American Psychological Association: Respect Training

From Understanding into Practice

Pervasive Stigma

LGBTQ students 
report missing more 

days of school, 
engaging in risky 

sexual behaviors and 
substance abuse, 

physical and sexual 
violence, along with 
self-harm. All these 

factors are 
disproportionate 
compared to their 

heterosexual peers.

Chronic 
Psychological 

Distress

Negative 
Outcomes

Health Risk 
Behaviors

LGBTQ students 
disproportionately 
report higher rates 

of STIs and HIV, 
discipline within 

their schools, 
incarceration, and 
suicidal behaviors, 
compared to their 

heterosexual peers.

LGBTQ students 
report higher rates 

of depression, 
anxiety, low self-

esteem, and suicidal 
thoughts compared 
to their heterosexual 

peers.

LGBTQ students 
report higher levels 
of social and familial 

rejection, 
discrimination, 
harassment, 

violence, and sexual 
exploitation 

compared to their 
heterosexual peers.



Considerations for Trans Youth- Social Transitioning

Social transitioning usually refers to personal changes a person undergoes in their life.

A person does NOT need to undergo social transitioning to be considered trans and not all 
trans people want to socially transition.

ÅUse of a differentname and/or pronouns

ÅSurface transformations of thephysical appearance(e.g. dressing in the affirmed style, 
adopting a different haircut)

ÅUse of facilities and hygiene products that suits the person's gender more accurately

A study from the University of Washington in the Journal of the American Academy of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry shows allowing trans kids to socially transition virtually 
eliminates higher rates of depression and low self-worth.

https://www.jaacap.org/article/S0890-8567%2816%2931941-4/fulltext

https://www.jaacap.org/article/S0890-8567%2816%2931941-4/fulltext


An increase by one context in which a chosen name could 
be used predicted a decrease in depressive symptoms, a 
29% decrease in suicidal ideation, and a 56% decrease in 

suicidal behavior. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6165713/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6165713/


Protective Factors- LGBTQ Youth
A positive youth development framework, regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity, can influence a 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ōȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 

Supportive 
Adults

Supportive 
Peers Strong Sense 

of Self Affirming 
Clubs/ActivitiesFamily plays an 

important role in the 
self-esteem of any child; 
receiving support from 

their family is integral to 
the positive physical, 
mental and emotional 

health of LGBTQ  youth. 

LGBTQ youth who 
report having at 

least one accepting 
adult were 40% less 

likely to report a 
suicide attempt in 

the past year.

Your programs 
should promote 

youth leadership, 
advocacy, and peer 

mentorship.
Ensure youth are able to 

participate in and have access 
to clubs and activities that are 

affirming to their gender 
identity. 

https://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/sites/default/files/lgb-youth-508.pdf
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/2019/06/27/research-brief-accepting-adults-reduce-suicide-attempts-among-lgbtq-youth/

https://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/sites/default/files/lgb-youth-508.pdf
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/2019/06/27/research-brief-accepting-adults-reduce-suicide-attempts-among-lgbtq-youth/


Use 
Affirming 
Language

Be Aware of 
Your Internal 

Beliefs or 
Gaps in 

Knowledge Respect 
Confidentiality

Standard of 
Care

Advocate for a 
/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ bŜŜŘǎ

Considerations for Permanency: 
¦ǎƛƴƎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άŘƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘέ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ feel isolated and 
uncomfortable. These same types of questions in the past may have resulted in the young person being kicked out of their home.

A lack of knowledge or understanding does not need to be a barrier to creating safe, affirming and nurturing environments for all youth. Your 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴ [D.¢v ȅƻǳǘƘ Ψǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǊŜǎpecting personal 
information by not sharing it with other individuals.

Apply the same standards to LGBTQ youth that you apply to others, regarding age-appropriate adolescent behavior and relationships.

Youth share about their lives with individuals whom they can trust and feel safe with. Advocate for youth and their unique needs at home, in the 
community, and in school- including the use of their affirmed name and pronouns.

Ensure youth have the ability to choose between available clothing and grooming items so that they can express their gender identity through 
choice of clothing, name, hairstyle, and other means of gender expression.

http://nc.casaforchildren.org/files/public/site/conference/HO2015/B-Becoming%20Leaders%20in%20LGBT%20Inclusion.pdf

http://nc.casaforchildren.org/files/public/site/conference/HO2015/B-Becoming%20Leaders%20in%20LGBT%20Inclusion.pdf


Organizational Considerations- Improving Safety/Resources to LGBTQ Youth

Ensure any intake process is individualized and inclusive for LGBTQ youth, and intake 
staff trained on how to talk about sexual orientation and gender identity, to help with 
placement and address safety concerns.

Ensure mental and physical health care is culturally responsive to the specific needs of 
transgender youth.

Make room assignments and housing decisions based on the well-being of individual 
youth, and engaging them into the decision making process based on the physical and 
emotional safety of youth. In sex-segregated facilities, ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƎŜƴŘŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ƻǊ ōƻȅǎΩ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜȄ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀǘ ōƛǊǘƘΦ

https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/012714-prea-combined.pdf

https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/012714-prea-combined.pdf


Organizational Considerations- Improving Safety/Resources to LGBTQ Youth

Ensure youth have access to community-based programming and services in 
alignment with their gender identity rather than sex assigned at birth.

Training should be routine, include content on gender/sexual orientation, and cover 
the impact of heterosexism, transphobia, racism, ageism, and other systems of 
ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ [D.¢v ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ 
outside-facing but also engage staff in self-reflection. 

Physical spaces must be designed to communicate safety and care to LGBTQ youth. 
Beyond signage, consider ways in which your space is gendered. If a gendered space is 
unnecessary (as in the case of a single-stall restroom), make it available to all youth. 

https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/012714-prea-combined.pdf

https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/012714-prea-combined.pdf


Florida Administrative Code: 
Child Care Agency Licensing

No youth may be discriminated against or harassed 
because of their sexual orientation or gender identity or 
expression.

No youth may be subjected to efforts to change their 
sexual orientation or gender identity or expression.

Youth should not be denied access to clothes or 
grooming products that are consistent with their gender 
identity.

Importantly a trans or gender nonconforming youth may 
ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ 
and a place where they will be safe and welcomed.


